


[image: A red shield with a ship and a crown

Description automatically generated]          ROYAL BURGH of WIGTOWN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting held in County Buildings Wigtown
Monday 8 December 2025
PRESENT: Paul Tarling in the chair, Anne Barclay, Grace Crichton, David McAdam, Jock McDowall, Dawn Revie, Cora Sharp, Nicole Court and Andrew Pym
APOLOGIES:  Sadra McDowall, Cora Sharp, Tracey Warman, Ian Lovell and Shona Herries.
	One member of the public in attendance.
1. Welcome:  Paul welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2.  Notification of AOCB and Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved, with one item added to AOB.
3.  The minutes of the meeting of 10 November were approved. Jock McDowall proposed and Grace Crichton seconded.     
4.  Matters arising:  All are reported below.
5.  Updates and reports:
a)  Town Team:  There was nothing new to report as the various Government agencies make slow progress.   There is particular frustration that no progress is being made on the Copunty Buildings with DG Council.  It is hoped to have meetings in January with SCAMP and with SWestrans.
b)  Finance:  Andrew Pym reported on the month’s activity, including the Winter Wonderland.  He thanked Rachel and the team at North Street Deli for the baking fund raiser and Scad for his quiz, raising over £1,000 between them,.   
c)  Planning:  Dawn was thanked for her report.  It was noted, with regret, that we have no reperesentative from Whauphill or Kirkinner.  The fencing of the watertank was discussed and it was agreed that we should confirm that no trees are to be removed as part of the works.      
d)  Police Matters:  the report was welcomed, along with the advice that there have been no incidents in the area in the past month.      
e)  Town maintenance:  the recent activity has focussed on the Christmas lights and it was noted that many favourable comments had been made about them.  Thank you to all volunteers.
Minor works have been carried out on  the Martyrs’ Path but the standing water in the lowest part was noted.  Options to resolve this are being considered. 
f)  WCC email and social media accounts:  we still need someone to help us on this.  Anne agreed to make enquiries of some possible consultants.  We need to accept that there will be a charge.  
6.  Christmas lights switch on and Winter Wonderland:  The switch-on was very successful.  The team was complimented on the number and range of activities.  The ice rink bookings were going slow.  The Murder Mystery evening had been a great success.
7.  Neighbourhood Watch and Alert:  In his absence Ian was thanked for his preparatory work.  The response to the initial proposal circulated on social media it was agreed that there is good interest.  Ian will continue to pursue this with Police Scotland, with a public meeting expected when the initial preparations have been made.   It was also suggested that the Council should ask if the Community Police Officer could have another drop-in session in County Buildings.
8.  Corrrespondence:  
(a)	The Council’s response to DG Council’s Visitor Levy survey has been submitted.
(b)	The DG Budget Consultation was drawn to the attention of residents.
(c) 	Tracey’s report on the reducing use of County Buildings in favour of The Merse and the comments supplied by the managers of The Merse was discussed.  The challenge is compounded by the lack of response from DGC on the future of the County Buildings, in line with the approved Town Plan.  
(d)	The highways response to our enquiry about the Culquhirk junction on the NS road was greeted without enthusiasm, as the highways team says that no improvements are necessary although we believe that new white lines and better signage could help prevent further accidents.
€	The drain outside 10 Agnew Cresent has been reported.
9.  Councillors’ report:  None.  
10.  AOB:  
	(i)  The failure of BT/DGC to clear up the materials left outside the telephone exchange in High Vennal is an issue and we will seek to get it resolved.
	(ii)  The fingerposts in the Market Square were discussed and it was agreed that we should seek to have the Quaker Meeting House removed and we should add The Merse.  A suggestion to add The Plough was not agreed as it should be treated like other businesses in the town, but it should be added to the mapboards.
	(iii)  The Council needs a temporary secretary and Anne volunteered to take over from Cora.  
11.  Public forum:   It was asked whether the mapboards could become digital, given that there will be electricity available as part of the Town Plan works to upgrade the gardens.  It was suggested that these could be included within the new bus shelter(s).  

Date of next meeting:  Monday 12 January 2026 at 7.30pm in The Hub.
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