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Description automatically generated]          ROYAL BURGH of WIGTOWN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting held in County Buildings Wigtown
Monday 10 November 2025
PRESENT: Sandra McDowall Convenor, Paul Tarling, Anne Barclay, Grace Crichton, Shona Herries, Ian Lovell, David McAdam, Jock McDowall, Dawn Revie, Cora Sharp, Tracey Warman and Andrew Pym
APOLOGIES:  Nicole Court, Cllr. Hagmann.
1. Welcome:  The convenor welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2.  Notification of AOCB and Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved, with several items added to AOB.
3.  The minutes of the meeting of 13 October were approved.  Tracey Warman proposed and Dawn Revie seconded.     
4.  Matters arising:  All are reported below.
5.  Updates and reports:
a)  Town Team:  There was nothing new to report.  
b)  Finance:  Andrew Pym reported that two modest bills had been paid in October, with some costs (£1,128) to be paid now for repair and imprrovements to the Christmas lights.
c)  Planning:  no-one had any comments to make on the application for works at 20 Bank Street.    
d)  Police Matters:  no information had been received.     
e)  Resilience Group:  there had been no time to progress the review proposed at our last meeting and it was agreed to bring this back to the agenda for the January meeting.  Anne Barclay has joined the group, replacing David Moran. 
f)  Town Maintenance team:  Paul reported on the new stands to hold the Tommies at the War Memorial.  Most recent work has related to the Christmas lights, which will now extend the full length of the gardens on both the north and south sides.
g)  WCC email and social media accounts:  neither of the people approached have been able to help.  Anne Barclay will make enquiries but if anyone is aware of a person able to help WCC renew its systems, they should (please) contact Sandra.
h)  The War Memorial:  the presentation of the certificate was well attended given the appalling weather.  The certificate will be displayed in County Buildings.  Congratulations went to everyone who came at 11.00am on Sunday, with yet more appalling rain.  It is intended to use laminated service sheets in future as the service does not change.
6.  Rembrance Day itself:  Councillors were rminded of the short ceremony to be held at the McGuffie Arch at 11.00am on 11 November.
7.  Christmas tree and switch-on:  The new owners of Garrocher will be supplying a tree as usual.  County Buildings have been booked for the switch-on in case it is wet.  Three market pavilions will be erected for the band and the refreshments.  
8.  DGC Visitor Levy consultation:  All councillors are against the introduction of a visitor levy because it will impact adversely on many businesses.  It was agreed that councillors would respond individually to the survey and that WCC should write to DGC and tell them that WCC is against any tax on tourists.  
9.  DGC consultation on budget savings:  It was accepted that cuts are coming, of the order of £35 million over three years.  There will be changes and difficult choices must be made.  Again, Councillors were asked to respond individually as it would be very difficult to agree a WCC response.  It has been promoted on our social media and it was hoped that residents will respond also.  A particular concern for Wigtown is the threat to the budget for parks and gardens so free plants may not be supplied by DGC to Wigtown in Bloom in future.
10.  Neighbourhood Watch proposal:  Ian was thanked for bringing a paper to the meeting.  It could benefit the community and it should not be onerous, operating mainly through a closed WhatsApp group.  The steps to be taken are (i) establish whether residents want a scheme to operate, (ii) if so, have a meeting with a Community Police Officer attending, and (iii) appoint a coordinator to oversee it.  It was agreed to see if there is interest and Ian will take the lead:  he will secure leaflets from the national body for NW to put round the town and other councillors will help deliver them.  If there is interest, WCC will see whether Bladnoch, Kirkinner/Braehead and Whauphill want to join in, with their own local coordinators.  
11.WCC administration:  Tracey had found it difficult when looking for current WCC information before standing as a councillor.  It was agreed that this ties in with the search for a new tech expert to set up new sites for councillors to operate.  Dawn and Shona also agreed to become adminstrators on the WCC facebook page so we can have greater capacity to post and update.
12.  Correspondence:  Sandra reported on several matters:  (i) that the railings in the Market Square are to be put on the DGC work programme for 2026/27, (ii)  potholes in both Main Streets are on the list for attention by DGC, (iii) white lining at Milldriggan Bridge is still on the list.   
13.  Councillors’ report:  None.  
14.  AOB:  
	(i)  Paul spoke about the ambitions of the Scottish Government to generate 75% of the UK’s power and the threat this will bring to the landscape of Galloway,
	(ii)  DGC is measuring the use of the public toilets for a year, starting in November.  It is a concern that these might be closed, but it may be that they are handed to the community to maintain,
	(iii)  concern was expressed at the reduction in use of County Buildings now that The Merse is operating.  The Merse’s funding application had said that there wojuld be no displacement but it is happening and there seems to be nothing that can be done.  It increases the challenge for the Town Team in seeking to upgrade County Buildings and to involve the community in some or all of its future running,
	(iv)  concern was expressed about the junction where the Bladnoch road joins the A714.  Sandra will contact the police and highways to see what can be done to reduce the risks.
15,  Public forum:   No members of the public were in attendance.  

Date of next meeting:  Monday 8 December 2025 at 7.30pm in The Hub.
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