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Description automatically generated]          ROYAL BURGH of WIGTOWN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES of meeting held in County Buildings Wigtown
Monday 13 October 2025
PRESENT: Sandra McDowall Convenor, Paul Tarling, Grace Crichton, Nicole Court, Shona Herries, Ian Lovell, David McAdam, Jock McDowall, Dawn Revie, Cora Sharp, Tracey Warman and Andrew Pym
Four members of the public attended.
APOLOGIES:  Anne Barclay.
1. Welcome:  The convenor welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially the new members. 
2.  Notification of AOCB and Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved, with three items added to AOB.
3.  The minutes of the meeting of 14 July were approved.  Nicole Court proposed and Cora Sharp seconded.   
4.  Matters arising:  All are reported below.
5.  Updates and reports:
a)  Place Plan:  There was nothing new to report and this item will now be replaced by a Town Team report.  
b)  Finance:  Andrew Pym reported on the finances, identifying the money held (£25,904) and how it is allocated within the account, with the following “pots”:  Administration, Festivals, Kilgallioch Fund, Paths for all, Community Resilience, Common Good Fund, McGuffie Gardens Fund, Community Fridge, Bird Hide and Defibrillator.  The community fridge was discussed as no site has yet been identified for it;  some ideas were suggested but if they do not result in the scheme becoming active, we shall have to approach the Co-Op and discuss the return or alternative use of the funds.
c)  Planning: A note had been circulated of recent applications but none was considered material and no response will be submitted.   Scottish Water has yet to apply for its works to fence the town reservoir on Windy Hill.  
d)  Police Matters:   No report has been received but Wigtown is encouraged to participate in the Neighbourhood Watch scheme, although only one small area in Newton Stewart is operating.  A parallel information sharing system is in place – Neighbourhood Alerts – which Sandra has signed up for.  Other members are encouraged to sign up.  Ian will review the Alerts site and report in November.     
The discussion also addressed Resilience and it was agreed that the current plan should be circulated to all members and it should be discussed in November. 
e)  Town Maintenance team:   
	(i)  The works to the railings and plaques at Windy Hill are complete but Scottish Water has been doing work and has made a complete mess of the area.  It is hoped that when their fence is up all will be restored to a decent condition.  WCC continues to speak with SW and will monitor what is done (and see AOB below).
	(ii)  The footpaths have been strimmed and cleared as necessary so they were in a good condition for the Book Festival.  Once the leaves are off, the need for further wiork can be assessed.
	(iii)  DGC has removed the slot holders from the War Memorial as they were considered a trip hazard, even though they were in the flower bed.  They will be replaced shortly so as to support the silhouettes on Remembrance Day.
	(iv)	The mapboards are to disappear shortly to be refurbished over the winter.  Subject to costs, the finger posts may also be updated, with references to the Quaker Meeting House being removed.
6.  Working Group membership:  WCC has several groups:
· Planning – Sandra, Paul and Cora
· Consultations – Sandra and Paul
· Resilience – Sandra, Paul and David Moran who has retired
· Wigtown Bay Local Nature Reserve – Paul
· Common Good Fund (run by DGC) – Paul.
All councillors are encouraged to put themselves forward to join these groups.
In addition, WCC normally appoints a “nominated representative” to the Wigtown & Bladnoch Community Initiative;  this does not have the financial responsibilities attached to directors of WBCI.  Tracey volunteered to take on this role and represent WCC.  
The link between WCC and the Town Team was raised and Sandra explained that four councillors are on the board of the new Wigtown and Bladnoch Town Team SCIO.  They will keep WCC informed and it was accepted that this will replace the Place Plan report.     
7.  Remembrance:  The Sunday ceremony is on 9th November and WCC is to meet at the County Buildings at 10.30.  The procession will be piped down.  The Kirkinner ceremony is at 3.00pm and Sandra and Jock will attend.  On 11th November there is another simple ceremony at the McGuffie Arch at 11.00am and councillors are encouraged to attend.
8.  Christmas Lights:  The Working Group will meet in the near future.  Preparations are in hand but some more items may need to be bought.  
9.  Switch-on of the Christmas Lights	The switch-on will be on 28th November.
10. Visitor Levy:  The proposed Tourist Tax for the region was discussed.  Sandra hjad found the webinar useful.  The DGC consultation runs to 21 November and it was agreed to inform the community with postings on Facebook and the website.  WCC will discuss it on 10 November and respond to the consultation.   
11.  Best kept War Memorial:  The presentation by Archie Dryburgh of the certificate confirming Wigtown as the Best New Entrant in the Best Kept War Memorial Competition will be on 4th November at 3.45pm.  Councillors are encouraged to attend.
12.  Correspondence:  Sandra reported that she had raised queries with DGC:  (i) on the lack of road markings to control traffic on the single track Milldriggan Bridge between Braehead and Kirkinner and DGC says this is in hand, (ii) that the third toilet reserved for people with RADAR access had been open for all, and (iii) the potholes on the Bladnoch Road and at SeaView have been repaired but others remain.
13.  Councillors’ report:  None.  
14.  AOB:  
	(i)  The recent and surprising sale of the Community Shop was raised and it is agreed that WCC stands ready to help if it can but it will be for the Community Shop team to decide how to keep going,  
	(ii)  the removal of trees by Scottish Water to allow works to support their new safety fence was discussed.  Some people are concerned but the work is deemed necessary to protect the town water supply.  The scale of their works will become clear when they apply for planning permission.  
15,  Public forum:   It was said that WCBI may be able to help the Community Shop team to address their need for premises.  
David Moran’s letter of thanks for the gift and the hospitality he received for the September meeting was read out.  And he said what a privilege it had been to serve on the Council.
A general discussion about our computer arrangements lead to Ian agreeing to send his contact to Sandra so that the email systems to current councillors and to wider authorities can be managed properly.  The system recently put in place is has proved inflexible.  
Date of next meeting:  Monday 10 November 2025 at 7.30pm in The Hub.
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