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POLICE PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 

1. Purpose of Report 
This report provides Members with performance information for the first 6 months of the 
2015/16 fiscal year, and comparative figures against the same period in 2014/15. 
 

 
2.  Recommendation 
Members are asked to scrutinise policing performance for April 2015 – September 2015 as 
outlined on the attached Appendix.    
 

 
3. Considerations 
3.1 Policing Priorities for 2015/16 
Following consultation with communities across Dumfries and Galloway and approved at Full 
Council, the policing priorities for Dumfries and Galloway Division of Police Scotland are:- 
 

 Protecting people 

 Reducing antisocial behaviour 

 Reducing violence 

 Tackling substance misuse 

 Making our roads safer 

 Tackling serious and organised crime 

 Terrorism 
 
These priorities also align with the priorities contained within Section 5 of the Dumfries & 
Galloway Single Outcome Agreement “We will maintain the safety and security of our region”. 
 
3.2 The requirement to publish performance statistics is embedded in the principles of Best 
Value reporting and effective scrutiny.  It is also supported within the Police and Fire Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2012.  This Performance Report will provide key data and contextual 
information to allow members to gain a fuller understanding of the police activity and 
performance in the priority areas outlined in section 3 above.  The report is subject to ongoing 
development in terms of the content.   
 
3.3 Area Command Performance 
An initial observation is that the manner in which performance data is retrieved has changed 
with the inception of Police Scotland and it will be noted that for some categories and the 
majority of Road Traffic statistics these are Divisional statistics, as at this time the facility to 
break down to an Area Command level does not exist, but for a few a local perspective has 
been highlighted.  The Appendix details the measurements for the period 1 April 2015 – 30 
September 2015.  In general terms during this period performance has remained reasonably 
stable, albeit there are determined efforts especially with regards to the commission rate of 
violent crime and theft by housebreaking.  The reasons however for the impact on 
performance has been contextualised within the Appendix. 
 
 



Report Wigtown Area Committee  13 January 2016 

 

  

3.4 Exception reporting 
The Appendix contains details of exception reporting relative to each crime group. 
 
3.5 Overview 
Dumfries & Galloway continues to be one of the safest areas to live in Scotland.  The 
performance of Police Scotland - Dumfries & Galloway Division continues to be strong with the 
key being the close working relationship with our partners and the community as well as the 
commitment of our staff to policing in Dumfries & Galloway. 
 

4. Governance Assurance 
The Local Senior Officer Management Team has been consulted and is in agreement with 
the information contained in this report. 
 

5. Impact Assessments 
As this report does not propose a change in policy, the formal adoption of a plan, policy or 
strategy it is not necessary to complete an Impact Assessment. 
 
 
 
 
Author and approved by 

 

NAME DESIGNATION CONTACT DETAILS 

Mark Hollis Chief Inspector  

Galloway Area Commander  

Police Scotland – Dumfries & 
Galloway 

101 
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Violence, Disorder & Antisocial Behaviour 

  

April 
2015-
Sept 
2015 

April 
2014-
Sept 
2014 

Victims 
% 
Change  

1 Total Group1: Crimes of Violence in Wigtownshire 18 11 7 more +63.6 %  

 
The Group 1 crimes in Wigtownshire can be broken down as follows; 
 
Attempted Murder –                  1     (as per section 3 of this report) 
Serious Assault –                      9     (as per section 6 of this report)       
Robbery –                                  3    (as per section 8 of this report) 
Neglect/Cruelty to children –     4 
Culpable & reckless conduct – 1 
 

2 Murder in Wigtownshire 0 0 none - 

 
No incidents during the reporting period. 

 

3 Attempted Murder in Wigtownshire 1 0 1 more +100% 

 

In July 2015 a 42 year old male was stabbed in the chest by another male in Stranraer. Injury 
sustained was deemed to be life threatening.  The subject who is also in his forties was 
reported for attempted murder and this matter remains sub judicae. The victim subsequently 
made a full recovery. 
 

4 Culpable Homicide (common law) in Wigtownshire 0 0 none - 

 
No incidents during the reporting period. 
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Violence, Disorder & Antisocial Behaviour 

  

April 
2015-
Sept 
2015 

April 
2014-
Sept 
2014 

Victims 
% 
Change  

5 Culpable Homicide (other) in Wigtownshire 0 0 none - 

 

No incidents during the reporting period. 
 

6 Serious Assault in Wigtownshire 9 3 6 more +200% 

 Wigtown West 5 1 4 more +400% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 2 1 1 more +100% 

 Mid Galloway 2 1 1 more +100% 

 

Of the 9 serious assaults committed in Wigtownshire 4 were connected with licensed 
premises, 2 were committed in the context of a domestic relationship, and 6 (66%) were 
alcohol related.  A weapon was used in only one of these serious assaults. 
 
The Division continue to apply a high level of scrutiny to violent crime and have introduced a 
violence reduction strategy which is updated on a weekly basis. The strategy continues to be 
aimed towards both public and private space violence.  Examples of tactics implemented as 
part of the violence reduction strategy are 
1. targeting repeat violent offenders; 
2. checking compliance with bail conditions set by the court; 
3. provision of safety/security advice to victims when deemed relevant;  
4. increased policing presence at known “hot spots” at relevant times; 
5. partnership working with licensees. 
 
As always, crimes of violence are afforded a priority response. With regard to the increase in 
numbers of serious assault, it should be noted that the definition of a serious assault has 
changed under the Scottish Crime Recording Standards in the last year.  The new definition 
has widened the scope of injuries now included, which would previously have been 
categorised as petty assault.  
 
 

7 Serious Assault detection rate in Wigtownshire 100.0% 166.7%   -66.7% 

 

It is encouraging to note that all of the 9 serious assaults reported all have been detected 
during the reporting period.  
  

8 Robbery in Wigtownshire 3 2 1 more +50.0% 

 
There have been 3 robberies in Wigtownshire, all of which occurred in the Wigtown West 
ward. 
 
Two of the robberies were of a domestic nature, committed when male perpetrators used 
violence or threats of violence to remove property from female victims. 
 
The third was committed in a public street in Stranraer by a male perpetrator who used force 
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to snatch a handbag from his female victim. 
 
None of the victims were seriously injured, although it is not disputed that the ordeals would 
have been nonetheless traumatic. 
 
Public consultation around the country has identified tackling violent crimes of this nature as 
a priority.  One aspect of our violence reduction strategy alluded to above has been to target 
the alleged offender. A systematic and thorough process to identify and manage violent 
offenders has been introduced. This process identifies all individuals who are alleged to have 
committed a serious violent crime in the preceding 6 months, or those where current 
intelligence indicates that they are involved in, or likely to become involved in, violent crime.  
 
Where persons are subject to court bail conditions (standard or otherwise) for offences such 
as serious crimes of violence, then police will visit them to ensure they are aware of the bail 
conditions set by a court and to remind them of the implications of breaching any bail 
conditions set.  In addition they will provide any support they can in order to prevent any 
further offences being committed and to discourage re-offending.  This is seen as serving the 
interests of accused persons and potential victims alike and indeed there is already evidence 
to suggest that the tactic has contributed to a reduction in repeat offending. 
 
The frequency of the visits to identified offenders is based on the recency, frequency and 
gravity of their offending. The risk indicates the threat level and also the consequent level of 
intervention deemed necessary to properly manage the individual. In general terms, the 
greater the perceived risk, the more frequent will be the number of visits and interventions. 
As the risk reduces (for instance where the offender does not commit any further offences 
over an extended period of time) the frequency of interventions also reduces.  
 

9 Robbery detection rate in Wigtownshire 100% 100%  - 

 

As outlined above all 3 robberies have been detected. 
 

 

10 Petty (common ) assault in Wigtownshire 218 119 
99 

more 
+83.2% 

 Wigtown West 103 50 
53 

more 
+106.0% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 78 44 
34 

more 
+77.3% 

 Mid Galloway  37 25 
12 

more 
+48.0% 

 

There has been a significant increase in common assault in all 3 wards during the recording 
period, and particularly concerning is that here have been 99 more victims of assault than the 
same period last year.  This increasing trend is reflected across Dumfries and Galloway.  
Considerable work has been done in relation to this commission rate as it was recognised 
early in the reporting period that these crimes of violence were on the rise (violence reduction 
strategy).  Detailed analysis of crimes of assault has identified a number of common themes: 

 Domestic assaults 
The majority of common assaults have taken place in within private properties. 
Domestic incidents account for 25.2% of all common assaults across the division. 
This number reflects a lack of tolerance to this type of crime as well as a confidence 
in victims of domestic violence to come forward to report.  There is also an 
acknowledgement that there is a non-recent element to a number of these 
complaints.  Dumfries & Galloway, in line with other areas of Scotland, has 
established the Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland. The purpose of this 



AREA COMMITTEE PERFORMANCE REPORTING- Wigtownshire 
 

 4 

Scheme is to ensure that anyone - male or female - who is concerned that their 
partner may have an abusive past can now contact police and request information on 
their partner’s background if they suspect them of a history of domestic abuse. 

 Assaults within care home settings 
A number of repeat offenders have been identified as young persons in care homes 
or subject to social work supervision.  A small number of individuals have been 
responsible for a disproportionate number of recorded assaults against care staff 
resulting in multi-crime counts.  Engagement continues with the Local Authority and 
Care Inspectorate to address violent behaviour.  

 Public space violence 
The timescales for much of the reported open space violence and associated 
disorder coincides with groups of people going to, moving between or leaving 
licensed premises and making their way home.  Patrol strategies target identified 
hotspots to provide a visible presence to deter offending.  Assistance has also been 
utilised from central resources to assist with patrol strategies to try and reduce the 
incidence of public space violence.  Stranraer CCTV system was disabled during 
September following an electrical storm, however, most of the reported faults have 
now been rectified. 

 Alcohol 
Alcohol consumption has had a major impact on the assault commission rate.  
Engagement continues with licensees to promote responsible premises management 

 Perpetrators 
The highest risk group for offenders is males aged 16-25 years.  The average age of 
repeat offenders is 21 years of age 

 Attacks on police officers and emergency workers account for 22 of the crimes 
recorded in Wigtownshire (roughly 10%) 

 
 

11 
Petty (Common) assault detection rate in 
Wigtownshire 

93.6% 95%  -1.4% 

 Wigtown West 94.2% 96.0%  -1.8% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 92.3% 97.7%  -5.4% 

 Mid Galloway 94.6% 88.0%  +6.6% 

 

A detection rate of 93.6% for common assault has been achieved.  This represents a 
significant achievement in light of the increase in recorded crime, and has consistently been 
one of the highest detection rates for any division in Scotland. 
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12 
Stop and searches conducted across Dumfries 
and Galloway 

380 N/A   

 

An enhanced version of the National Stop and Search Database commenced on 1 June 
2015. The enhanced database brought significant changes in the process of data capture 
and the methodology for recording data items.  
 
No previous year to date figures are provided as it has been previously acknowledged this 
data is not 100% accurate, therefore comparisons will provide misleading results or invalid 
conclusions.  
 
Management Information and data in respect of stop and search can be found on the Police 
Scotland website via http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/stop-and-
search-data-publication . 
 
The approach that the Division adopts with regards to this tactic has not changed, with 
regards to right time, right person, right place, which again is reflected in increases in 
detections for drugs possessions (Wigtown West and Stranraer & North Rhins) and weapons 
seized (Wigtown West).   
   

13 
Number of positive stop and searches 
conducted across Dumfries and Galloway 

136    

 

Our positive hit rate for Stop & Search is 35.4% 
 

14 
Number of complaints regarding disorder in 
WIigtownshire 

494 530 
36 

fewer 
-6.8% 

 

The Division has continued to target areas of greatest concern through visible policing and 
working with partners to address local concerns.  An anti social behaviour strategy is in place 
and is updated on a regular basis, with close scrutiny applied to all reports of anti social 
behaviour. The strategy includes the following:  
 

 Holding a series of workshops across the region looking at the long term direction of 
travel for partners 

 Targeting known offenders 

 Local initiatives such as Operation Resolve which looks to address youth disorder and 
vandalism 

 Checking compliance with conditions set by the criminal and civil orders 

 Provision of safety/security advice where relevant 

 Increased policing presence at known “hot spots” at relevant times 

 Partnership working with licensees in both the on and off-sales trade to tackle alcohol 
related disorder 

 Diversionary activities for young people such as ‘Choices for Life’. 

 Intelligence led policing utilising the skills of local analysts, dedicated ASB Officers and 
encouraging work with local partners. 

 Development of a problem profile to better understand the increase in vandalism to 
ensure the efficient and effective allocation of resources.  

 Working with the Care Inspectorate in respect of incidents within private and Local 
Authority Care Homes for young people.  

 

 

 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/stop-and-search-data-publication
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/police-scotland/stop-and-search-data-publication
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Additional Identified Local Priorities  

  

April 
2015-
Sept 
2015 

April 
2014-
Sept 
2014 

Victims 
% 
Change  

15 

Number of detections for drugs supply, 
drugs productions, drugs cultivation in 
Wigtownshire  

22 24 

 

-8.3% 

 Wigtown West 
15 8 

 
+87.5% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 
6 10 

 
-40.0% 

 Mid Galloway 
1 6 

 
-100.0% 

 
Our public continue to tell us about the adverse impact drugs have on their areas. We 
continue to proactively investigate such reports of illegal drug supply and the impact that this 
has on our communities, as it has the potential to impact on other crime areas. This has 
constantly been of concern to our community so we ensure that appropriate action is taken 
against those involved in this area of criminality. 
 
Many of the above detections have been the result of proactive work and the execution of 
warrants. Much of the intelligence is provided by the local community and the figures 
evidence our commitment to respond to community concerns. 

 
 

16 
Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
in Wigtownshire 

24 14 
10 

more 
+71.4% 

 Wigtown West 
16 6 

10 
more 

+166.7% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 4 5 1 fewer -20.0% 

 Mid Galloway 4 3 1 more +33.3% 

  
The number of housebreakings has increased in comparison to the same period last year, 
particularly in the Wigtown West ward.  
 
Of the 24 housebreakings recorded, 8 of these relate to domestic dwellings.  The remaining 
crimes relate to non-dwellings such as business premises (2) and other premises such as 
sheds and outbuildings (14) 
 
Across the region, intelligence suggests that the division continues to be impacted upon by a 
number of different crime groups originating locally, and also those from other areas of 
Scotland and the north of England.  The cross-border nature of this criminal activity can often 
make it challenging to detect. The division is working closely with the wider force looking at 
teams travelling across divisional boundaries. We currently have staff in place to take 
forward positive lines of enquiry to detect many of these outstanding crimes. This is a priority 
area for us moving forward and additional crime prevention advice has and will continue to 
be provided to the public to disrupt the individuals carrying out these crimes. 
 
Many of our isolated rural properties are the target of criminals and a lot of crime reduction 
work is undertaken with partner agencies to help prevent and detect rural crime.   
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17 
Theft by housebreaking (including attempts) 
detection rate in Wigtownshire 

12.5% 78.6% 
 

-66.1% 

 Wigtown West 6.3% 100.0%  -93.8% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins - 80.0%  - 

 Mid Galloway 50.0% 33.3%  +16.7% 

 

With the exception of Mid Galloway, the detection rate for housebreakings in Wigtownshire 
has fallen significantly from the corresponding period last year.  This is due primarily to the 
time lag between offences being committed and perpetrators being identified, whether 
through forensic opportunities or conventional investigation. 
 
We are pleased to report that many of the crimes committed during the reporting period have 
now been detected, albeit the detection figures provided above were those recorded as of 31 
September 2015.  To demonstrate this point, detection rates as per 30 November 2015 had 
improved to an overall detection rate of 48.8%, broken down as follows: 
  Wigtown West 65% detection rate (13 crimes detected from 20 committed) 
  Stranraer & North Rhins 41.7% detection rate (5 crimes detected from 12 committed) 
  Mid Galloway 22.2% detection rate (2 crimes detected from 9 committed) 
 
What has become clear is that organised crime groups continue to impact on the area, many 
travelling throughout Scotland and the north of England.  There are lines of enquiry still being 
followed ongoing for other outstanding crimes. 
 
Detections have been achieved through early identification of crime trends, targeted patrols 
and ongoing operations to detect those responsible for these crimes.  Significant resources 
have been deployed to target crime groups who are operating throughout Scotland and this 
piece of work is ongoing. 
 

18 Theft by shoplifting in Wigtownshire 
40 28 

12 
more 

+42.9% 

 
Theft by shoplifting has seen an increase of 42.9% which in real terms equates to 12 crimes.  
All of these additional crimes have been recorded in Wigtown West, with no changes to 
recorded figures in the other two wards. 
 
We continue to ensure that all retailers are provided with crime prevention advice and we 
also deal robustly with repeat offenders who target specific retailers.  This includes seeking 
restrictive bail conditions which is designed to limit opportunity to re-offend.  
 

19 
Theft by shoplifting detection rate in 
Wigtownshire 

92.5% 78.6%  +13.9% 

 
It is pleasing to note that although there has been an increase in the instance of theft by 
shoplifting, there has also been a marked increase in the detection rate 
 

20 
Vandalism & Malicious Mischief in 
Wigtownshire 

113 64 
49 

more 
+76.6% 

 Wigtown West 
47 24 

23 
more 

+95.8% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 
47 32 

15 
more 

+46.9% 

 Mid Galloway 
19 8 

11 
more 

+137.5% 
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The number of recorded vandalisms has increased dramatically compared to the same 
period last year. 
 

A proportion of the Stranraer and North Rhins crimes are attributable to residents of a 
childrens care establishment and caused by children with challenging needs on different 
times and dates.  Damage caused is generally confined to the care establishment. 
 
Various approaches are being examined to try to prevent and detect this crime type, through 
diversionary activity and influence of schools based officers. 
 

21 
Vandalism & Malicious Mischief detection 
rate in Wigtownshire 

56.6% 40.6% 
 

16.0% 

 
Although the instance of recorded crime has increased, it is pleasing to note that the 
detection rate has increased significantly in all 3 wards. 
 
 

Public Protection 

 

April 
2015-
Sept 
2015 

April 
2014-
Sept 
2014 

Victims 
% 

Change  

22 
Number of Group 2 - Crimes of Indecency 
in Wigtownshire  

20 25 5 fewer -20.0% 

 Wigtown West 10 12 2 fewer -16.7% 

 Stranraer and North Rhins 5 8 3 fewer -37.5% 

 Mid Galloway 5 5 same 0.0% 

 
The statistics for the reporting period reveal that there has been a decrease of 5 crimes of 
indecency (20%) reported to the police in Wigtownshire, which is a welcome development.  
We continue to receive and investigate reports of a non-recent nature. 
 

23 
Group 2 crimes detection rate in 
Wigtownshire 

105.0% 108.0% 
 

-3.0% 

 
Whilst historical allegations can present additional challenges in terms of investigation, it is 
encouraging to note the detection rate is still very high, with all reported sexual offences 
having been detected during the reporting period. 
 
Our aim is to support victims of sexual crime from the time of the report and throughout the 
investigation process. This means providing a service in a professional and supportive 
manner and conducting thorough and rigorous enquiry into all reports made. 
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Road Traffic Casualty Statistics  

  
Apr 2015 
-Sept 
2015 

Apr 2014 
-Sept 
2014 

Victims 
 

% 
Change  

People Killed/Seriously Injured in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

38 49 
11 

fewer 
-22.4% 

People Slightly Injured in Dumfries and Galloway 200 164 
36 

more 
+21.9% 

 
 

Children (aged<16) Killed/Seriously Injured  3 3 Same - 

 

Our aim is to enhance the safety of all road users by working with the Road Safety and 
Safety Camera Partnerships to reduce the number of road deaths and injuries through a 
programme of education, engineering and enforcement in line with the ambitions of the 
Dumfries and Galloway Single Outcome Agreement.  
 
Within Wigtownshire, we have experienced 3 fatalities, notably the tragic deaths of two 
young males outside Port William in May, and the death of a motorcyclist on the A75 in June. 
 
 

Road Safety & Road Crime 

  

April 
2015-
Sept 
2015 

April 
2014-
Sept 
2014 

Victims 
% 

Change  

25 
Dangerous driving in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

53 70 
 

-24.3% 

 

The focus of both the divisional and trunks road policing unit that serves Dumfries and 
Galloway Division continues to be the targeting of irresponsible driving or driver behaviour 
which makes the roads safer for all who use them.  
 

26 Speeding  in Dumfries and Galloway 3,493 2,950  18.4% 

 

It should be noted that these figures do not include people detected speeding via the Camera 
Enforcement Unit.  These figures are reported separately. 
 

27 
Disqualified driving in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

22 17 
 

29.4% 

 

 

 28 
Driving Licence offences in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

111 115 
 

-3.5% 

 

29 
Insurance offences in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

221 215 
 

+2.8% 

 

30 
Seat Belt offences in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

250 324 
 

-22.8% 
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31 
Mobile Phone offences in Dumfries and 
Galloway 

339 486 
 

-30.2% 

 

32 
 
 

Drink / Drug Driving Offences in Dumfries 
and Galloway 

32 85  -62.4% 

 
The data provided in this report is for information purposes to allow Board Members to 
conduct their scrutiny responsibilities.  It should be noted that the timing of this 
meeting of the Board is in advance of the completion of the year end procedures and 
reconciliation processes that are undertaken every year in association with the 
publication of official statistics.  Given this timing there may be minor amendments 
between the information in this report and the final 20115/16 statistics – for example 
due to delayed reporting or recording of crimes, road crashes or incidents. It would not 
therefore be accurate or appropriate to refer to, quote or use the data in this report as 
either end of year or official statistics. 

 


