
ROYAL BURGH of WIGTOWN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE COUNTY BUILDINGS, WIGTOWN, 

ON MONDAY, 6 JULY 2015 
contact@WigtownCC.org.uk             www.WigtownCC.org.uk 
 
 
  PRESENT   
Matt Kitson Convenor  Jak Kane Secretary  David McAdam 
Willie McCartney  Robin Richmond  Nick Walker 
 
  IN ATTENDANCE   
Joe McKeown  Louise Kerr, Galloway 

Gazette 
 Police 

 
  APOLOGIES   
Cllr Alistair Geddes     
 

1 WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND CALL FOR URGENT OTHER BUSINESS  
Matt Kitson welcomed all to the meeting and apologised for rearranging the date of the meeting due 
to his holiday commitments.  Cllr Geddes had intimated his apologies for absence.  Nick Walker 
asked that ‘Core paths’ be added to the Agenda as other business. 

2 POLICE MATTERS 
The Police reported that there had been two minor acts of vandalism in Wigtown reported in June – 
damage to chairs and boats at the Primary School and a reckless stone throwing at the Manse.  In 
both cases the culprits (aged 7-8) had been identified. There had also been a couple of parking 
tickets issued for double yellow line violations. 
There had been a number of complaints in Newton Stewart about street racers and the Crime 
Prevention Officer was organising a Young Driver Roadshow in an effort to address the issue. 
Targeted at interacting principally with newly qualified young drivers there would be advice on car 
maintenance as well as highlighting the potential impact on their licences from practices such as 
street racing, car modifications and use of mobile phones while driving.  The event would be held in 
Minnigaff from 7pm on 17 July. 
Finally, there had been complaints about the speed of some tractors travelling through Whithorn.  
Police had raised these concerns with Agricultural Contractors who were involved in cutting silage in 
the area.   

3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (Monday, 8 June 2015) 
The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and were adopted, proposed by Nick 
Walker and seconded by David McAdam. 

4 UPDATES & REPORTS 
A:  Wigtown Week Working Party 
The festival programme had been finalised and the printed brochure delivered to all houses in 
Wigtown and distributed to the primary schools and other outlets.  Thanks were due to David Moran 
for co-ordinating the deliveries.  Matt Kitson had produced and distributed posters outlining the 
event programme of events and David McAdam had agreed to be the central repository for tickets 
and entry forms.  Wigtown Festival Company had identified some funding that had to be used 
before the end of July and had organised events to be held during Wigtown Week, primarily for 
young people in the 10 to 19 years age range.  Connie Milligan has been selected to be Wigtown 
Princess 2015-16 and Matt will brief the principals for the crowning on 11 July before leaving for 
holiday.  ACTION MATT KITSON 
Nick Walker reported that the Common Riding had been very successful with just under 50 horses 
and riders participating and 400-500 spectators attending.  The Association of Wigtown Booksellers 
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(AWB) had passed on a cheque to the Community Council as a contribution towards the cost of the 
event insurance. There would be a greeting meeting to discuss how next year’s Common Riding 
could be improved and, at its recent AGM, AWB had agreed the principle of forming a SCIO 
(Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) to lead on the future management and organisation 
of the annual event.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to Andrew Wilson and the organisers of the 
Common Riding to thank them for their efforts and assure them of the Community Council’s 
continuing support for the event.  ACTION MATT KITSON/JAK KANE 

 B:  Consultations WP 
Jak Kane had circulated a report prior to the meeting (see Appendix A).  Report approved. 
Permitted Development Rights (PDR):  Non-Domestic Solar Panels and Domestic Air Source 
Heat Pumps – there were a limited number of changes proposed but no relaxation of the rules 
where the property was listed or located in a Conservation Area.  Main reason for widening the PDR 
was to make it easier to instal renewables by removing the red tape and fees associated with the 
planning application process. 
D&G Partnership Strategic Plan 2016-19 - Consultation at this stage only addresses the issues 
and key challenges identified by the Community Health & Social Care Partnership.  There remains 
a lot of detail to be added, particularly in the Annexes including Strategic Needs, Wigtownshire 
Locality Plan and the Financial Plan. 
Further extension of coverage of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act – The proposed 
extension of coverage does not include Community Councils at this time. 
Amendment of the Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils in D&G – Draft 
amendments will be sent to Community Councils the week commencing 20 July with a closing date 
of 28 August for responses.  The second draft will be available from the Council’s website in 
September with responses closing on 16 October 

 C:  Planning WP 
A report had been previously circulated by Nick Walker (see Appendix B).  Report approved. 
Solar Panel Farm, Baldoon – Green Hedge Renewables (GHR) had advised that there would be a 
pre-application consultation/exhibition around 9 September but had indicated their willingness to 
meet with the Community Council or its representatives before then.  It was agreed that members of 
the Planning Working Party should meet with the developers to discuss their proposals.  ACTION 
NICK WALKER/PWP 
Jak Kane had circulated a report on a Public Consultation event organised by SP Energy Networks 
on its proposed installation of a replacement 400kV power line and associated substations (see 
Appendix C). 

 D:  Moss of Cree Forest 
As agreed at the Community Council’s previous meeting, a letter had been sent to Aileen McLeod 
MSP, Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform confirming the CC’s support for 
members of the Carty Port Community Company who were concerned by the exclusion by Forestry 
Commission Scotland (FCS) of an agreed timber harvesting and transport plan from the sale 
particulars and proposed contract of sale of the Moss of Cree forest.  Copies of the letter had been 
sent to Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS), DG Council Planning, DGFirst Roads, DGC SoS 
Timber Transport, Carty Port Community Company and Cllrs Geddes, McColm and Nicol. 
A response had been received from FCS confirming that, as far as it was concerned, it is not legally 
possible for FCS to impose conditions on the future use of property that they sell and they had no 
jurisdiction on the use of a public road by a future owner.  They confirmed that Rob Soutar would 
attend any meeting as their representative and suggested that FCS’s Conservator for South 
Scotland should also be invited as the Conservancy would be the regulatory authority for any future 
Forest Design Plan and associated Timber Traffic Management Plan.  It was agreed that the 
response be passed to Carty Port Community Company along with a confirmation of WCC’s support 
and willingness to attend any future meeting.  ACTION MATT/JAK 

 E:  Louis McGuffie VC Commemoration Working Group  
Nick Walker, Willie McCartney and Jock McDowall had represented the Community Council at a 
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meeting of the Group on 22 June.  
Commemorative Paving Stone – It had been identified that the material for the commemorative 
paving stone was not as resilient as normal paving slabs and deemed unsuitable for foot traffic.  
Consequently, the location of the site would be moved to just inside the gardens.   
Arch – The Community Council have been asked to liaise with Steven Dowling on the design of the 
town gardens' naming ironwork, including whether it should be arched or straight and what type of 
finish it will have (i.e. painted or galvanised).  The arch will also have to made so it can be lifted or 
opened to allow forklift access to the gardens when needed.  Nick will also clarify any planning 
issues in the Conservation area and whether formal planning permission will be required.  ACTION 
NICK WALKER/WILLIE McCARTNEY 

Bus Stop - The Council are to ensure the work on the siting of the new bus shelter, pavement 
levelling, and drainage are co-ordinated to save additional costs and work should be completed 
before this year’s Literary Festival. 
Interpretation - Cllr McColm and Mike Morley are to draw up the information to be recorded on the 
plaque/interpretation board, and also for the website which will be linked through QR scanner codes 
on the plaque.   

5 CHRISTMAS 
Matt Kitson raised the prospect of working towards the organisation of the Christmas celebrations 
for Wigtown 2015.  It was agreed that the issue would be carried over to the Council’s next meeting 
and Councillors be asked to consider their potential level of participation in developing the event. 

`6 TASKS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
Education Issue – No public meeting had been convened as yet.  Matt Kitson advised that 
Wigtown Primary School would have two Classroom Learning Assistants next school year. 
Youth Representation – No progress to report 
Community Resilience - Wigtown still to receive its award of approximately £1600. 
Wigtown Parking & Bus Stop – See item 4E.  Parking changes to be instituted following Bus Stop 
relocation. 
Derelict Properties - No progress to report. 
Bulb area around Wigtown Bowling Green – Area had been strimmed by DGFirst before Matt 
had the opportunity of speaking to them to request the work be carried out. 
Poppy Appeal Co-Ordinator – Nick Walker had approached Val Spernagel of Wigtown Community 
Shop to ascertain whether they would be willing to take on responsibility for the annual Poppy 
Appeal.  She had agreed to take the issue to the organisation’s AGM but Nick had not been told of 
its decision as yet. Twenty boxes of poppies had been received. ACTION NICK WALKER 
Minutes Secretary – It was agreed, in the absence of any other alternative coming forward, that a 
poster be made up and distributed advertising the position with a fee of £25 per meeting.  ACTION 
JAK KANE 
Beddie Crescent Bench and Play Equipment – No progress reported. 

7 COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE, ETC  
Data Protection Registration – Renewal Confirmation received. 
Nomination of Community Council Returning Officer – Stephen Jack had been put forward as 
WCC’s Returning Officer and Grace Crichton had agreed to be the local Deputy. 
Wigtown Fairtrade Town Status - A Steering Group had been reformed to maintain Wigtown’s 
status as a Fairtrade Town. It was agreed that the Community Council would support the group and 
Nick Walker offered to represent WCC.  Robin Richmond agreed to attend the next group meeting 
on 7 July. 
Commemoration of Centenary of the Introduction of Conscription – Matt Kitson had suggested 
that an event be arranged for January 2016 with volunteers being ‘conscripted’ to participate in 
community projects, groups and events.  An audit of volunteer opportunities would be compiled and 
local groups invited to take part. ACTION MATT/ROBIN 
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8 COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
With no Councillors in attendance, there were no issues raised or reported on. 

9 OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
Nick Walker had been advised by a number of residents that a local landowner had blocked the 
Wigtown Harbour Core path with a locked gate and a ‘do not trespass’ sign.  It was agreed that a 
letter be sent to the landowner explaining that the path was an established Right of Way and ask 
that the gate be unsecured and the sign removed.  ACTION MATT/JAK 
It was agreed that Joe McKeown be considered for co-option to the Community Council.  The 
proposed co-option would be added to the agenda for the next meeting for due consideration.  
ACTION MATT/JAK 

10 NEXT MEETING 
Monday, 10 August 2015, at 7.30pm, Wigtown County Buildings 
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Appendix A. Consultations Working Party - July 2015 
a) Permitted Development Rights: Non-Domestic Solar Panels and Domestic Air Source Heat 

Pumps - Scottish Government.  Closing date:  27 August 2015 
This consultation paper sets out proposals that increase the number of situations in which solar 
panels on non-domestic buildings (those that are not homes) and air source heat pumps on 
domestic buildings (homes) can go ahead without first having to seek planning permission through 
making a planning application to the planning authority for the area. 
Permitted development rights help provide certainty about what development can proceed. 
Permitted development rights can reduce costs for applicants and building owners by removing the 
fees and costs associated with the planning application process. 

b) D&G Partnership Strategic Plan 2016-2019 - Dumfries & Galloway Community Health & Social 
Care Partnership.  Closing date:  28 August 2015 
The consultation document describes how the Partnership is going to achieve what they need to do 
to improve the health and wellbeing of people who use health and social care services in Dumfries 
and Galloway. 
They would like people to provide feedback on the draft Strategic Plan for Health and Social Care 
that makes the case for change, identifies key challenges and sets out how they plan to address 
these. 
Second draft October 2015; draft Wigtownshire Locality Plan September 2015 

c) Consultation on further extension of coverage of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002 - Scottish Government.  Closing date:  4 September 2015 
The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 provides a statutory right of access to information 
held by Scottish public authorities.   
The Government is now consulting on further extension of coverage - to contractors who run 
privately-managed prisons; providers of secure accommodation for children; grant-aided schools, 
and independent special schools.  
The consultation also invites proposals on what other functions or organisations should be 
considered for future inclusion within the scope of Scotland's freedom of information legislation. 

d) Amendment of the Scheme for the Establishment of Community Councils in D&G - Dumfries & 
Galloway Council.  Closing dates:  1st draft - 28 August 2015; 2nd draft – 16 October 2015 
It has been identified that certain areas of the existing scheme require improvement.  Draft 
amendments will be sent to Community Councils week commencing 20 July 2015 with second draft 
available from the Council’s website in September 

e) 2015 consultation on Management of Inshore Special Areas of Conservation and Marine 
Protected Areas - Scottish Government.  Closing date:  Summer 2015 
This consultation proposes possible fisheries management approaches for 14 Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) and 6 Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). This follows on from a similar 
consultation in 2014. The SACs are protected by provisions in the EU Habitats Directive. The MPAs 
are protected by provisions in the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010. A number of Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) under the EU Wild Birds Directive are also likely to benefit from the proposals if 
implemented.  The management of Luce Bay & Sands SAC will be included in the consultation. 
 
For further information go to the Consultations pages: 
 Scottish Government 
 Dumfries & Galloway Council 

http://www.gov.scot/Consultations/Current
http://dumgal.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=9649
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Appendix B.  Planning Working Party Report For Full Comm. Council 6.7.2015 
Members – Willie McCartney, Robin Richmond, Nick Walker 

Current applications 
• 15/D/1/0011 AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, KNOCKANN, KIRKINNER.  

Recommend – no submission. 
• 15/P/1/0152 RETROSPECTIVE AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP, 3 FOUNTAINBLEAU 

TERRACE, WIGTOWN.   
Recommend – no submission. 

Update on applications  
• 15/P/1/0002 Dwellinghouse with carport, woodshed, roof-mounted solar water panel, plot 

3, The Orchard, Wigtown – APPROVED by D&GC, March 2015; initiated. 
• 14/P/1/0638 Erection of house and oil storage tank, adjacent to 7 High Vennel, Wigtown  

– APPROVED by D&GC, February 2015. 
• 14/P/1/0625 Erection of dwellinghouse, septic tank, reed bed, Maidland Farm, Harbour 

Road (just past sewerage plant), Wigtown – REFUSED by D&GC, 11.6.2015. 
• 14/P/1/0344 Conversion of steading to 4 dwellings, altering access, septic tank, soak-

away, Carsegowan Farm, Wigtown – APPROVED by D&GC, November 2014. 

Renewable energy proposals 
• 15/P/1/0031 SHENNANTON WINDFARM, NEWTON STEWART. 12 turbines, 100m to 

blade tip, ancillary structures, etc.  
UPDATE: Ongoing concerns from Forestry Commission, D&GC Landscape Advisors, 
Scottish Natural Heritage (bats, birds, landscape and visual impact). 

• 15/P/2/0053 CALIFORNIA WINDFARM, CARSLUITH. 7 turbines, 110m to blade tip, 
ancillary structures, etc. 
UPDATE: Objection by Historic Scotland (listed buildings and ancient monuments 
nearby), RSPB (raptor impact).   

• 13/P/1/0366 AUCHLEAND WINDFARM, WIGTOWN. 7 turbines, 130 m to blade tip, 
ancillary structures, etc. – NO UPDATE. 

• 15/E/1/0008 PRE-APPLICATION SCREENING OPINION REQUEST TO D&GC – 
SOLAR PANEL FARM, BALDOON, WIGTOWN.   
First stage consideration of possible development by Green Hedge Renewables PLC.  Using 
former runways and area to southeast, bordering Crook of Baldoon RSPB reserve. Up to 54 
hectares (133 acres), ½ mile from Bladnoch.  Photovoltaic cells on metal tables angled at 20°, 
80200cm tall, generating up to 20MW.  Underground cabling. Link to grid potentially on site.  
Some areas could be re-seeded with grass after installation, for grazing by sheep.  Whole site 
enclosed by 2m boundary fence, monitored by CCTV.  No anticipated interference with rights of 
way, wetlands, etc.  Decommissioned after 25 years.  Developer has offered to meet CC (or 
delegated CCllrs) to give more information, and to start gauging public opinion.  Formal public 
exhibitions likely to be later in summer.  CC and public submissions to D&GC not allowed at this 
stage, but Elected D&GC Councillors can be made aware of wider opinions.      RECOMMEND 
– identify 2-3 CC delegates to gather info. 

Recommendations 
CC note report, accept recommendations, agree delegates for this stage of assessing Solar Panel farm.  

Nick Walker 4.7.2015 
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Appendix C. SP Energy Networks (SPEN) – Powering your future; Dumfries & Galloway 
Strategic Reinforcement Project 

SPEN plan to replace D&G’s 132kV electricity system, some of which is over 80 years old and 
nearing the end of its life.  Some of the existing line stretching from Auchencrosh to Harker, in 
Cumbria will be replaced with new ones at the same voltage but some will be a new high 
voltage overhead line of up to 400kV. 
 
SPEN have identified a corridor of land where the new overhead line could be built and siting 
areas where four new substations will be built- including one at Newton Stewart.  The current 
consultation is to elicit comments on the preferred corridor and preferred siting areas for 
substations. Further consultations will follow on: preferred route and substation sites (2016); 
consultation on detailed design (2017); statutory consultation on draft consent application 
(2018).  The application for development consent from the Scottish Government is then 
expected to be submitted in 2019 and SPEN hope to have the project complete by 2023. 
 
The project is made up of seven sections with Zone 1- Auchencrosh to Newton Stewart and 
Zone 2 – Newton Stewart to Glenlee particularly relevant to WCC.  Zone 1 will involve a new 
high voltage overhead line of up to 275kV supported on steel towers; Zone 2 will see a new high 
voltage overhead line of up to 400kV supported on steel towers.  The steel towers will need to 
be higher because of the higher voltage carried by the lines but there should be fewer towers.  
The existing towers are mainly between 23m-29m in height - the typical height of a tower on a 
modern 275kV or 400kV line is approximately 50 metres. 
 
SPEN looked at a number of locations mainly on the western edge of Newton Stewart and the 
preferred location is the furthest from the town and sited approximately somewhere to the west 
of Challoch Church. 
 
Further information and project documentation can be found on www.spendgsr.co.uk or is 
available to view at Newton Stewart Library. 
 
 

http://www.spendgsr.co.uk/
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