Royal Burgh of Wigtown & District Community Council

LOUIS MCGUFFIE VC COMMEMORATION
Across Britain and the Commonwealth, World
War I centennial commemorative events are
taking place. In Wigtown, our Act of
Remembrance in November included Wigtown Primary School
children naming and giving a brief statement about each local
man who died during the Great War. And a more detailed
statement about each man is on the Community Noticeboard
opposite the County Buildings for the 3 weeks around the
centenary of his death. The Community Council is grateful to
the School for showing such interest, and to local resident Mike
Morley for researching the men from Wigtown & district who
made the ultimate sacrifice.
As a memorial to those who earned the Victoria Cross in World
War I, the Ministry of Defence is providing commemorative
paving stones to be laid by local communities near their
residence. For Wigtown, this means a special commemoration
for Louis McGuﬃe who was born in High Street and whose
mother lived in North Main Street when she learnt of his death.
The family lived in Low Vennel for a time also. McGuﬃe earned
the VC in 1918, and Mike Morley has provided a detailed
biography as part of this exhibition and consultation.
The Community Council and Dumfries & Galloway Council are
working on details of the memorial. We considered a range of
possible locations for the commemorative paving stone
including near McGuﬃe's mother's house (next to the Butcher's
shop). We felt that this was not such a good location since we

do not know if McGuﬃe ever lived in that house, and because it
not such a central civic location. We thought about a site beside
the County Buildings behind the railings at the top of Bank
Street, but felt that this was a little concealed and quiet for an
important element of the Town's heritage.
We are suggesting three locations and we want to know what
people in the Town and in the District think, and we are asking
McGuﬃe's family, his Regiment, and others with an interest in
these matters.
The three suggested locations are explained in the
accompanying papers, with maps pointing them out, pictures
showing what the memorial might look like, and some examples
of VC memorials elsewhere.
The locationn choices are all central to Wigtown and honour the
importance of Louis McGuﬃe's role, his achievements, and his
sacrifice:
1. Main Entrance to Town Gardens near the bus shelter;
2. Adjacent to Mercat Cross on the cobbled area;
3. Bowling Green Entrance to Town Gardens opposite County
Buildings.
We are also keen to know if people would prefer the paving
stone set level into the pavement or placed at an angle, raised
from ground level. Whichever option is chosen, there will be a
plaque near by with some explanation, and a smartphone link to
a more detailed explanation.
And it has been suggested that the Gardens be renamed the
Louis McGuﬃe VC Memorial Wigtown Gardens. So, we would
like to know whether or not you approve of this idea.

This exhibition and the public meeting on 26.1.2015 are aimed at
encouraging as many people as possible to contribute to making
decisions about the Memorial for Louis McGuﬃe VC. Once
these decisions are made, we hope to involve as many local
residents and organisations as possible, as we sort out the
details of the memorial itself and the dedication service in 2018.
Thank you for taking time to read and consider. We are grateful
for your opinions, suggestions, ideas, and oﬀers of assistance.

Nick Walker, Convenor, Wigtown Comm. Council
Cllr Archie Dryburgh, D&G Council Armed Forces Champion
January 2015
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UNTIL FRIDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2015
in the foyer, Wigtown County Buildings
LOUIS MCGUFFIE VC CONSULTATION
Come & see the display, and have your say.
Then on MONDAY 26 JANUARY 2015 at 7.30 pm

Supper Room, Wigtown County Buildings
PUBLIC MEETING - LOUIS MCGUFFIE VC COMMEMORATION
AGENDA
1. Welcome
2. World War I Commemoration Events within Dumfries
and Galloway – Cllr Archie Dryburgh, Dumfries &
Galloway Council Armed Forces Champion
3. Louis McGuﬃe VC : Background – Mike Morley
4. Wigtown Consultation : – Nick Walker
A.
Locations:
(1)
Main Entrance to Town Gardens
(2)
Adjacent to Mercat Cross
(3)
Bowling Green Entrance to Town
Gardens opposite County Buildings
B.
Paving Stone:
C.
Possible Re-naming of Town Gardens:
5. Public Comments & Suggestions
6. Voting papers & arrangements

ROYAL BURGH OF WIGTOWN & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
LOUIS MCGUFFIE VC COMMEMORATION CONSULTATION
12 JANUARY – 20 FEBRUARY 2015

VOTING PAPER
Vote by marking your preferred location for the Louis McGuffie Commemorative Paving
Stone and Plaque with an X in the appropriate box:-

Site 1 : Main Entrance to Town Gardens
(near bus shelter)

Site 2 : Adjacent to (new) Mercat Cross
(in cobbled area)

Site 3 : Bowling Green Entrance to Town
Gardens (opposite County Bldgs)
Vote X to the Question :
“Do you prefer the Louis McGuffie VC Commemorative Paving Stone placed within the
pavement (level with the pavement) or do you prefer the Commemorative Paving Stone
placed aside, raised, propped at angle?”

SET LEVEL INTO PAVEMENT

RAISED AND SET AN ANGLE BESIDE
PAVEMENT
Vote X to the Question :
“Are you in favour of the Town Gardens changing its name to “Louis McGuffie VC Memorial
Wigtown Gardens?”

YES

NO
ANY SUGGESTIONS/COMMENTS/OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE, PLEASE
WRITE OVERLEAF:-

Louis McGuffie VC --- 1893 – 1918
Louis McGuffie was born on 15 February 1893, the first-born son of
Edward McGuffie and Catherine (Gilmour) McGuffie. Edward was a
general labourer and, at the time of Louis' birth, the family lived at 23
High Street and included children from Edward's earlier marriage to
Elizabeth McCallum. As the family grew with the birth of twins in 1895
and Louis' brother, Robert, they moved from home to home in Wigtown
(in 1901 at 20 Low Vennel, 1905 at 19 Low Vennel, 1915 at 21 Low
Vennel). Before the war Louis played football for Wigtown Utd.
Although his military record does not survive, we know that Louis was a
member of the 1st/5th Battalion of the Kings Own Scottish Borderers, a
Territorial Battalion of part-time soldiers and that his service number was
2255 (later 240693). At the outbreak of war in August 1914 the 1st/5th
were mobilised and made ready for service. On 11 May 1915 the Battalion
sailed from Liverpool for service at Gallipoli in Turkey, landing there on 6

June 1915. Casualties at Gallipoli were high, with some of Louis' fellow
Wigtown men losing their lives. It was at Gallipoli that Louis McGuffie's
mettle was tested, being wounded twice. The Battalion War Diary on 29
December 1915 reported a skirmish with the Turks: "... and on the
counter-attack by the Turks we manned the parapets and assisted in
repelling the attack. Near us our bombing detachment, also attached to the
Fusiliers, did magnificent service. Lance-Corporal McMurray was shot
through the head by a sniper whilst throwing a continuous series of bombs
during a strong Turkish counter-attack. He was ably seconded by Pte
McGuffie, who later won the VC in France."
In January 1916 the Battalion moved to Egypt for service in Palestine and
Gaza before transferring to France in April 1918. By this time Louis had
been promoted to the rank of Corporal and was soon to be further
promoted to Sergeant. In September Louis' brother, Robert, was severely
wounded and had his left arm amputated. Barely three weeks later Louis
was killed. The Galloway Gazette reported: "Mrs E McGuffie, Low

Vennel, Wigtown, has received official intimation of the death in action on
4th inst of her son, Sergt L McGuffie, KOSB. The Chaplain in writing to
his mother says that the Commanding Officer told him that in her son he
had lost his best and bravest man. During the fighting recently Sergeant
McGuffie took 40 prisoners single-handed, and released ten men of a
British regiment that had been taken prisoners by disarming the enemy
escort that was leading them off. He was killed instantaneously by shell
fire."
Just before Christmas 1918, the Galloway Gazette carried the news that he
had been awarded the Victoria Cross: The Victoria Cross has been
awarded to the late Louis McGuffie, 1/5th Battalion, KOSB (TF),
Wigtown “for most conspicuous bravery and resourceful leadership under
heavy fire near Wytschaete on September 18th 1918. During the advance
on Piccadilly Farm, he single-handed, entered several dug-outs and took
many prisoners, and during subsequent operations dealt similarly with
dug-out after dug-out, forcing one officer and twenty-five other ranks to

surrender. During consolidation of the first objective he pursued and
brought back several of the enemy who were slipping away, and he was
instrumental in releasing some British soldiers who were being led off as
prisoners. Later in the day, when in command of a platoon, he led it with
the utmost dash and resource, capturing many prisoners. This very gallant
soldier was subsequently killed by a shell.”
In January 1919 Catherine McGuffie, then living at 1 North Main Street,
received a letter from the King inviting her to London to be presented
with Louis' Victoria Cross. As her husband had died in 1917 and with an
invalided son at home, she did not have the money to afford a trip to
London. When they heard of this the people of Wigtown banded together
to fund her trip. Upon her return the whole town met her at the railway
station and paraded up to the County Buildings, led by the Town Band.
Later a brass plaque, which can still be seen in the County Buildings, was
provided by public subscription. The Scotsman (6 December 1920)
reported: "Wigtown - An interesting and impressive ceremony was

performed in the county town of
Wigtown on Saturday, when the
Right Hon. Sir H. E. Maxwell, Bart.,
Lord-Lieutenant of the county,
unveiled a beautiful brass tablet on a
granite background in the County
Buildings, Wigtown, in memory of
Corporal (Acting Sergeant) Louis
McGaffie (sic), Wigtown, late of the
1/5th Battalion K.O.S.B., who was
awarded the Victoria Cross for most
conspicuous bravery and resourceful
leadership under heavy fire near
Wytschaete, Belgium, on September
20, 1918. The memorial was erected
by Sir Peter McClelland, a native of
Wigtown. There was a large

attendance at the unveiling, which included a contingent from the
Newton-Stewart Comrades of the Great War, under command of Captain
McNeill and Captains Brand and Salmond. At the close of the ceremony
several of the men of the parish who had also won distinctions in the war
were presented with watches in recognition of their services."
Louis is buried at Zandvoorde British Cemetery, 8 miles from Ypres in
Belgium. His Victoria Cross was presented by his family to the Kings
Own Scottish Borderers Museum in Berwick.

